
 
 

2012 MEMBERSHIP DUES MUST BE PAID BY  
MARCH 2012 MEETING 

 
Dues are $30.00 for the year 

 
Please pay by cash or check  

payable to 
ñCamera Club of Richmondò 

 
If you want to mail your dues, please contact  

 
Maggie Avery 

Membership Director 
 

via email 
At 

membership@cameraclubofrichmond.com 
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Random Thoughts 
 
 I just got home from the 2012 Board's first official meeting and I feel good. What a great group of people you 
have elected.  Everyone is so enthusiastic and  full of awesome ideas.  It is amazing how much hard work has al-
ready been put into programming, the web site, and planning for exhibits.  You are going to love the upcoming events 
and please don't be shy about submitting your photos for evaluations and/or exhibits.   
 
 The website is up and running and begging for your participation.  In particular, please pay a visit to the forums 
and USE THEM!!!  Posting a message is easy, so feel free to start a new topic on just about anything photography-
related. If you run into any problems using the new site or if you have any questions at all about it, email Troy Robin-
son at webmaster@cameraclubofrichmond.com ïhe'll appreciate your input. 
 
 The 3

rd
 Annual Basic DSLR Workshop was held last week and I especially want to thank the instructors, Peter 

Kapasakis, Jeff Claypoole, Susan Van Manen, Will Calder and Carole Hagaman.  We had a great crowd and it was 
such a success!   
 
 Please make your Membership Director and Treasurer happy by paying your annual dues at the next meeting. 
 
 On a personal note, I have experienced the true value of photographs over the past couple of weeks.  I moved 
a very close loved-one into an assisted living facility recently and have tried every way I can to help him get used to 
his new surroundings.  Nothing makes him happier and relaxes him more than when I bring albums of his old photo-
graphs from when he was a kid, when he was in the Navy and when he first became a father.  He can tell me stories 
behind each photo and he loves to share the images with the other residents.  Even though we all spend so much of 
our time trying to take a technically correct photo, or we work so hard to make an artistic statement with our imagesð 
simple, basic, photographs of friends and family can bring a calmness to those who may be a bit confused by what is 
happening to their world.  Make sure you keep printing those ñsnapshotsò--and enjoy the memories. 
 
Karen  
 
Karen Molzhon  
President, CCR  
president@cameraclubofrichmond.com    
 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!  
Jessica Barnes 
John Miner 

Andrew Montgomery 
Denise Porter 

Alexandra Robertson 
John Stanwix 
Tripp Stover 
Jeanette Taylor 
Kim Vann  
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U P C O M I N G   E V E N T S  

 

FOR THE BIRDS!  

Join other CCR members as we travel to Sylvan Heights Bird Park in Scotland Neck NC (about a 2 hour drive) 

on Sunday, February 12.  We'll meet at 6:45 a.m. to caravan down I -95 and spend most of the day at this spec-

tacular venue.  Park entrance fee is $9.00/person and definitely worth it!!  If you'd like to read more about the 

Park, please visit www.shwpark.com.  We first learned about the park while attending a seminar last year 

with John and Barbara Gerlach and you can read some of their comments about the Park at http://

gerlachnaturephoto.com/2011_May_Newsletter/email.html (look for the article on the waterfowl park).  If 

you'd like to attend, please RSVP to activities@cameraclubofrichmond.com no later than Thursday, February 

9.  Final travel details will be emailed to participants that Friday.  

 

PAINT THE TOWN RED (AND BLUE AND YELLOW AND GREEN)  

Ready to òtrip the light fantasticó??  Our own light guru, John Nolte will share some of his techniques for mak-

ing those amazing abstract shots with light in a workshop to be held at the WCVE (PBS) station at 23 Sesame 

Street on February 26 from 2 -5 pm.  He'll demonstrate his wizardry, then spend time assisting you as you get 

to practice what you've learned.  You'll forget all about the winter doldrums once you see the amazing things 

you can do in the dark!  RSVP to activities@cameraclub.com no later than February 19.   

 

The James ð An Intimate Portrait  

Celebrating a River Through Photography  

Sunday, March 4, 2012  

1:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Byrd Theater  

 The Camera Club of Richmond is proud to present this tribute to one of our City's greatest treasures, 

the James River, through the eyes of three men who have devoted much of their lives to protecting this re-

source, educating the public and sharing their visions of this gem.  

 Ralph White, manager of the James River Park System for nearly 33 years, plans to retire at the end of 

this year.  We are fortunate and honored to have him on our panel of presenters.  

 Captain Mike Ostrander can usually be found in the River on his pontoon boat ñconducting civil war 

and nature tours, giving fishing lessons, and spending time with some of his best friends --the bald eagles of 

the James.  

 David Everette, local commercial photographer and teacher, spends several days a week on the 

James, usually capturing images, but often just taking in the scenery and watching the changes in the land-

scape.  

 All three of these men have a passion and respect for the James River that you will find fascinating, 

entertaining and inspirational as you view it through their photography and the stories behind the photo-

graphs.  And you'll learn some helpful tips about the best ways to create your own images of the James.  This 

is certainly an event you won't want to miss.  The public is invited to attend -your payment of $10.00 will be 

appreciated and will be donated to the Byrd Foundation.  
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Back by popular demand!  Our February evaluator is Anthony Rumley.  Anthony was our May, 2011, evaluator and 

is an old friend of the CCR.   To say Anthony is passionate about his photography would be quite an understatement.  

He has often been overheard saying if he won the lottery he would still pursue the perfection of his craft.  Starting his 

career as a self-taught photographer serving in the United States Navy in 1984, he has since achieved virtually every 

certification and degree offered to professional photographers. His photographic achievements and dedication to his 

profession has been recognized at the state, regional and international level. 

 

Currently Anthony sits on the board of the Virginia Professional Photographers Association, the 

Southeastern Professional Photographers Association and is a councilor for the Professional Photog-

raphers of America. He has been awarded numerous merits and awards, yet still actively involves 

himself in studying his art and sharing his knowledge with others.  It is his ultimate desire to create 

timeless portraits for his clients that will be enjoyed for many generations to come.  He prides himself 

on the amount of time he personally spends with each and every client.   And it showsécheck out 

www.anthonyrumley.com for examples of his marvelous portraiture. 

 

A few of Anthony's credentials include: 

Master Photographer, Certified Professional Photographer, Fellow of Photography 

Chairman of the Board, Virginia Professional Photographers Association,  

Second Vice President, Southeastern PPA 

2011 Recipient, South Eastern Professional Photographers Association 

Governors Award for Outstanding leadership and service. 

 

The deadline for submitting digital images for the February evaluation is midnight, February 4.  No late entries 

will be accepted.  For those submitting slides or printed images, we strongly encourage you to arrive at the 

meeting by 6:30 p.m.  If you have any questions about how to submit your images, please review the guide-

lines on our website, or write to digital@cameraclubofrichmond.com or any other board member. 

 

Stay tuned!  Our March evaluator is none other than David Everetteéa highly anticipated return engagement with the 

CCR.   As an outdoor lover and nature photographer (www.abetteri.com), David is an excellent choice to evaluate our 

March assigned subject, ñWeatherò. 

 

We have openings for evaluators in May and July.  If you know of anyone who might fill the bill, let me know.   See you 

on February 8
th
! 

 

Mary-Jacque Mann (mj) 

Vice President, CCR 

vicepresident@cameraclubofrichmond.com 

 

 

 

From the Vice President  

http://www.anthonyrumley.com/
mailto:digital@cameraclubofrichmond.com
http://www.abetteri.com/
mailto:vicepresident@cameraclubofrichmond.com
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What to expect on Evaluation Nights 

 Evaluation nights are a lot of fun and provide you with a chance to see what other club members are shooting.  This is a great opportunity 
to learn some new ideas to improve your photography. 
 
 The night will begin with a few quick club announcements and administrative tasks, and then the person doing the evaluating is introduced 
to the club.  The evaluator may take a few minutes to show a sampling of their work and discuss what they do, or they may just jump right in and 
begin evaluating. 
 
 The Board of Directors has been talking about changing up the order of Evaluation night, but typically, there are about dozen or so prints, 
one or 2 slides, and about 120 digital images (or more) to evaluate.  It can be a long night, but it's so worth it.  Every photo is displayed for all mem-
bers to see.  The evaluator takes a quick look at the photo and then explains what he/she really likes and dislikes about the photo's lighting, compo-
sition and technique.  In some instances, they will explain their ideas on how to make the image better.   This is a great opportunity to learn from 
some of the best photographers in Virginia. 
 
 Every member photo that is submitted for evaluation will be reviewed.  This night is not a competition, but your photos are being "judged" 
as if they would be in a competition.  There are no prizes or awards on these nights.  It's just an opportunity for members to submit images and have 
someone take a critical look at the images and give an honest opinion.  No more showing my wife and always hearing, "Oh honey, that's 
nice."  Some evaluators are brutally honest at times,  and that is exactly what makes a great evaluator.  You want someone to tell you how to make 
your images better, so you can learn and become the best photographer you can be.  (Sounds like an Army commercial !) 
 
 Granted... these suggestions/opinions of the Evaluator are simply that, suggestions/opinions of one person (but this person typically has 
many years of experience and has seen many photos that are judged in competitions.)  I can telll you I have 3 photos that received negative evalua-
tions and you know what, I like the image, and they are currently printed and hanging on my wall at home.  

Why you should consider submitting photos for Evaluation 

 Number 1 reason to submit photos for evaluation, it's fun.  Seeing your photos on display... it's kind of a rush.  You get to show your photo 
to over 100 people in attendance.  How fun is that?  Now you may be thinking to yourself, I have to be some great photographer to participate.  Trust 
me, you don't have to be some seasoned professional.  My number one subject is shooting pictures of my little girls.   I am a typical parent, taking 
thousands of photos of my kids.  When I capture that one cute moment that I absolutely love, I submit it for evaluation to show off my girls.  And to 
my surprise, 3 photos of my girls have won an award at the end of year competition.   Even if you think your photo or skill level is "not worthy", so 
what, show it off, you might be as surprised as I was.  Let it be evaluated, learn from the comments.  Seriously, who cares!  Not a  single member is 
going to laugh at you / pity you.  The response you will get from membership is assistance and suggestions.  Look, we all want you to be the best 
photographer you can be (another commercial break here.) 
  
 Reason number 2, you get to learn.  If all your friends tell you how great you are at photography, you get this sense, hey, I am great.  You 
then decide to enter your photo in a competition. Then you don't win, don't place, nothing, nada.  You think to yourself "Why didn't I win, my friends 
tell me I am great?"  You are not going to get the "Why" from a competition.  The judges, well simply put, they judge, typically in private, and they 
aren't going to have the time to explain what was wrong with each image.   This is what is great about Evaluation nights at the Camera Club of Rich-
mond.  Here is your opportunity to have a "judge" review your photos and give some constructive feedback to help make your photos better.  I am 
speaking from experience here.  I have submitted a photo for evaluation night and I have submitted that same photo for end of year competition, and 
it was probably one of the lowest rated photos of the end of year competition.  Oops.  The evaluator on evaluation night didn't like it, but I figured it fit 
the category and may get a different response from different judges.  I personally liked it and thought it was cool image.  I made a flower look like a 
flying bat.  It didn't win, but if I don't submit my photo for evaluation during the year, I wouldn't know why it didn't win.  I know why it didn't win, basi-
cally the evaluator said they had no idea what it was and didn't know what I was going for without the title.  I recently learned that the End of Year 
competition doesn't include photo title and they only go on the merit of the photo, so I know exactly why my photo didn't do well.  Live and 
learn.  LOL! 
 
 
 Reason number 3......  as a member of the Camera Club of Richmond, you get an opportunity to participate in the End of Year Competi-
tion, as mentioned above.  This EOY competition is "officially" judged and you receive certificates and trophies for award winners.  However, you 
can only submit photos for the end of year competition that you submitted during the year for Evaluation nights. 
 
 So.... keep shooting, submit and share your photos on Evaluation nights.  If you get a negative evaluation, learn from it, try again.  If your 
photo receives a negative evaluation, don't let it stop you from loving your photo, and just remember that not only you, but all members, learned 
something from the comments given by the evaluator on your photo. 
 
 If you have any questions about Evaluation nights, contact a board member or seasoned veteran for more information. 
 
Thanks for reading... 
 
-Troy R.  

webmaster@cameraclubofrichmond.com 

mailto:webmaster@cameraclubofrichmond.com


Page 6 

Southern Exposure                                     Camera Club of  Richmond Newsletter   

 

 

 

 

 

Understanding Your Camera 
 
 

Flash Guide Numbers 
 

Learning how to use a flash attached to your camera is a good skill to have as a photographer. But, before you use 
one, you have to buy one. The problem is that there are so may different makes and models. How can they be com-
pared? The answer is by using the Flash Guide Number (FGN).  
 
Camera flashes, also called Strobes or Speedlights, are rated with a FGN which is a rating of the flashes maximum 
power output (The maximum amount of brightness that can be generated in one burst of light). 
 
The FGN value is not just a measurement of light such as lumens or candles. It is an intelligent number that is can be 
used to determine a flash's affective range and is generally assumed to be calculated at ISO 100. 
 
Flash Guide Numbers are derived as a product of camera f/stop and distance. In other words, 
 

FGN = f/stop x distance. 
 
For example, a flash with a FGN rating of 160 will generate enough light when the camera is set at f/16 to illuminate, 
and correctly expose, at maximum power, a subject 10 feet away (160 = 16 x 10). So, if the camera is set at f/8, the 
flashes maximum affective range will be 20 feet (160 = 8 x 20). At f/4, the maximum affective range will be 40 feet 
(160 = 4 x 40). 
 
There are two type of flash designs. The first is a fixed strobe light. This fixed, non-moving strobe light bulb will have 
only one FGN. 
 
The second is a zooming strobe light. This zooming feature moves the strobe light bulb inside of the head of the flash 
allowing the beam of light emitted to be focused over a wider or narrower area. These more expensive zooming flash-
es are designed to work in conjunction with the focal length of the lens on the camera. Depending on whether the lens 
has a wide angle or a narrow telephoto field of view, the flash will adjust internally to focus the burst of light corre-
sponding to just the area that is illuminated. This makes the flash more efficient. The narrowing of the flash's area of 
illumination effectively focuses and increases the distance the light will travel. 
 
This causes the FGN to change as it zooms. The zooming strobes will have many FGN ratings depending of the posi-
tion of strobe light in the head of the flash. Some manufactures will market only the highest FGN in their marketing ma-
terial for zooming head flashes. It takes reading the specifications to find all the FGNs for the wider angle lens settings, 
so that an apples to apples comparison can be made. 
 
Understanding Flash Guide Numbers can make comparison shopping for a flash a lot easier, however, as they say in 
Latin: "Caveat emptor!" (Let the buyer beware!). Flash Guide Number are just one aspect to consider when buying a 
flash, but a very important one. It is my hope that understanding how to determine a flash's effect range will help in 
selecting a flash that is just right for you.  
 
If you have any questions or comments, I would truly enjoy talking with you further at our next meeting.  
 
Cheers,  
Jeff Claypoole 
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Wounded Warrior Project to Exhibit Photos by Scott Pels 
  

Starting February 26
th
 

We will honor and empower 
Wounded Warriors 

Through awareness and fundraising 
  
  

What is the Wounded Warrior Project? 
It is a non-profit organization created to equip and serve warriors with every type of injury ï from the physical to the 

invisible wounds of war. 
WWP is the hand extended to encourage warriors as they adjust to their new normal and new triumphs. 

  
Each month, one day will be designated as Wounded Warrior Day, where a percentage of services performed will be 

donated. 
  

We will kick off our yearlong fundraising campaign with an art exhibit featuring a local up and coming photographer, 
Scott Pels. 

 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ  
DǊŜƎƻǊȅ WΦ tŜƭǎ 

ƎǊŜƎƻǊȅψǇŜƭǎϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 

 

 

Article from Scott Medina (Scott Medina Photography) 
 
 I was hired back in February and the first thing I noticed while on my way to Capital One orientation was all the 

art work on display in the West Creek campus Town Center building. No time to stop and look 
though as I was running a few minutes late and had to get to class. We broke for an hourôs 
lunch and that is when I got the opportunity to look around...and look around I did. Sculpture, 
paintings and photography (and some of this stuff was huge!) The photographic prints must 
have been about 20 x 20, canvas paintings were even bigger and some of the sculpture was 
as big as I am. 
 
 After noticing some of the photographic art was created locally I went over to the se-

curity desk and got the name and number of the person responsible for the exhibits. Several months would go by be-
fore I worked up the nerve to ask about getting my own exhibit but after I did I was on the schedule. Not long after I 
had my first photography exhibit in one of the halls of a busy Capital One building. There they were, some of my photo-
graphic prints that I had matted and framed, on display and all I had to do was ask. 
 
 That was early 2011 and since then I have had my photography on exhibit at five different locations, including 
the Richmond Public Library (main branch) and Virginia Eye Institute.  Getting your own exhibit is very exciting and I 
would encourage each and every one of you to keep your eyes open for places you might be able to exhibit your work. 
Local restaurants and coffee shops or your local church are just a few potential locations. If you see art on the wall be 
sure to ask someone about it before you leave. 
 
Have any questions? Call me at 804.399.2191. 
 
Thatôs all folks... Scott 
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Mary Stover: What photographers will do to get the perfect shot!
Kim Bartulewicz  

John M. Nolte   

John A. Nolte   

Gary Sydnor   

Gary Sydnor   

Gary Sydnor   

MJ 

John Schickler  

Gregeory Hicks  

Margaret Moriarty  

Margaret Moriarty  

John Schickler  

John Schickler  

MJ 

Fabulous photos from Lewis Ginter GardenFest of Lights photoshoot,  January 7, 2012! 


